
 
 

LEAVES FROM THE FOREST 
APRIL 2022 

 
From our Congregational President, Jackie Bearden 

 
Do you have people you are praying for a belief in Jesus, that they are saved from going 
to hell?  I do.  Why don’t I just flat out tell them?  Their lives will radically change when 
we introduce them to Jesus.  What do I think they will do? Personally, I remember where 
I was when someone explained that Jesus died for us.  I wasn’t offended, they actually 
made a big enough impression on me that I remember the interaction.  The first time 
was at a Michigan winter high school Methodist Bible camp.  A student made a public 
witness of her beliefs, she probably planted the first seed in me, I had never heard this 
before and wasn’t even sure what it meant.  Second time was a woman I barely knew, 
she was so passionate in her belief.  Third time, my husband was introduced to a Bible 
study by his best friend and we started going together.  It was a great time, we both 
confessed our faith and I started going to church.  
One of the obstacles I have experienced is someone’s strong belief that all good people 
will be ok. I do think being a kind and joyful is a good witness for Christians, but it isn’t 
the way to heaven.  I sound like the cruel person to say that being nice is not what the 
Bible tells us is the way to eternal life.  Isn’t it frustrating, so we pray.  Don’t we want 
everyone to live with the true joy, grace and conviction that they too will be have eternal 
life in heaven.  Maybe together we can encourage each other to share our faith, and not 
leave anyone behind.   
Our Pastor tells us his story, I would love to read yours if you wish to share.   
Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak and do 
not keep silent; for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many 
people in this city.” Acts 18: 9-10 
God be with you all, 
Jackie Bearden 
Jbear1414@gmail.com 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
April 6 - we will meet for worship at 11:00 am and concentrate on the sixth and seventh 
petition, (lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil), soup lunch will follow. 
 
April 13 - We will gather at FOLC and view "The Passion of the Christ" at 3:00 pm, (which, btw, 
is the hour on which Christ died). 
 
April 14 - We will gather for Maundy Thursday Worship, 7 PM and concentrate on the 4th 
Petition, (give us this day our daily bread). 
 
April 15 - Good Friday - special worship service of Darkness. 7:00 pm 
 
April 16 - Holy Saturday - I will send out via email a special "at home" private service which will 
focus on Christ's time in the tomb. 
 
April 17 - Easter Sunday - Sunrise service at 7:00 am followed by Easter breakfast followed by 
9:30 am Easter Worship service followed by breakfast in the fellowship hall. 
 
 
Blessings and joy my loving friends ς Pastor Fischer 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                

  
 
     APRIL 10 – APRIL 14 – APRIL 15 – APRIL 17 
            “WALKING ALONG WITH JESUS” 

  

 

With great anticipation we commemorate the great sacrifice our Savior, Jesus made for 
us sinners.  We go from joy to joy during Holy Week, with extreme agony in between.  
As sinful human beings, we cannot comprehend the total love Jesus has for us.  How 
many ways must he show us his love before we believe and accept that love?!  Let’s 
show others his love in the way we live our daily lives.  There are countless ways to do 
just that.  One of the easiest ways is to smile at a stranger and see what happens.  (I will 
wager that the worry on their face will turn to a smile in return.)  Small things matter.  
Instead of saying, “Have a good day,” try saying, “God bless you!”  It will soon become 
a habit and will gain more meaning the more often you do it.   God is good and others 
need to be reminded, or told about him for perhaps the first time.  It makes for a happier 
day.  God bless you as you try this! 

 This past month was less productive due to travel of some of our members and 
illness of a few.  Even so, we make progress.  Some of us work at home during the week 
to keep us moving forward in our mission.   

                                                               
                    

   
  
Relating to the use of quilts by Lutheran World Relief, some quilts are already in a 
warehouse in Dubai.  They will be sent to Poland and Ukraine for use by the refugees 



 
 

and victims of the invasion by Russia.  Recently, I received an email from LWR 
requesting monetary donations that will be matched up to a total of $422,000 to support 
the work LWR is doing in Ukraine.  Two churches in Wisconsin began supporting the 
matching funds and they have been joined by others congregations as well.  LWR has 
already committed $1,000,000 to the project which will provide food, shelter, and medical 
services to the Ukrainian refugees.  Mission Quilts and Personal Care Kits, donated by 
many LWML members will also be put to good use.  (Knowing this inspires to sew more 
quilts.)  If anyone wants to donate to LWR, checks can be sent to them at: Lutheran 
World Relief, PO Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 21297-1061.  Be sure to write “Ukraine 
Match” on the memo line of your check and send it so it arrives before the Easter 
deadline.  You can also donate on line at lwr.org/match.    

      
    Bibs by Karen 
  

In closing, we could always use more willing hands and hearts in our little family of 
quilters.  We will train, if necessary, and have all the tools and supplies you will need to 
be of help to us.  WARNING!   You might like it and want to return often!  (Monday 
afternoons, 1-4PM, FOLC Fellowship Hall) 

 
Have a Blessed and Joy-filled Easter! 

Karen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS 

 
Our March meeting started off with a bang, and after our devotion, prayers, and sec., 
treas. report we let Pastor Fischer give his Bible Study, since he had to be ready for 
our Lenten Service. His study was on the significance of the number 7 in the Bible. #7 
is mentioned 735 times and he gave us at least 20 verses to look up and read. I'm still 
looking. It was very interesting and I am always amazed at what is contained in the 
Bible, and my need to study it. Thank you Pastor Fischer.  
 
We continued with our meeting. I announced that our Rummage Sale was still getting 
money and the total now is $4,708.86, thanks to all who helped. The Nominating 
committee reported that Marlene Kuhn for Vice President, and Barb Stamer for 
Treasure. There were no more volunteers from the floor so nominations were closed 
and next meeting we will vote.  
Our Baby Bottle Campaign is going well with 41 bottles returned so far. We need all 
bottles returned by March 27th when Redeeming Life will come to pick them up. Thank 
you all for being very generous.  
Our Adopt-a-Student is going very well and we have a Student from the Ft. Wayne 
Seminary, and hope to have a response from St. Louis soon. Easter is fast 
approaching and Easter Lilies have gone up in price like everything else. Please sign 
up at the information center so our church will be beautiful again. We are also going to 
have our Living Cross up to be decorated Easter Morning, so please bring your 
beautiful flowers to adorn it. Our Food Pantry has turned in an Application Form for 
LWML Mission Grant for $10,000, so keep those prayers and mites going.     

April 3rd. The Women’s Guild will honor Jodell Burgdorf for her many years of service to 

the LWML and to forest Oaks Lutheran church.  A donation to the Future Maintenance 

fund will also be given in her honor by the LWML.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
We are very sad that our long time Sister in Christ and friend Darleen Keck, will be 
moving to be with family in Arkansas.  We sent her off with a farewell lunch to honor all 
that she did for our church. We will miss her but wish her well. Please keep in touch.  
 

 
 
Your President, Bonnie Wright 

 
THANK YOU – 
 
Thank you to the members of FOLC for the 80+ boxes of cereal collected in February!  
The month of April we will be collecting 80 jars of Peanut Butter and 80 jars of Jelly for 
the Body and Soul Food Ministry.  There will be a table next to the Welcome Center. 
Jodell Burgdorf 
LWML 
  



 
 

THIS MONTH ON CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

The Church Council met on Sunday, February 13, 2022, following Bible Class. Casey 
Braun joined us to discuss options for adding security cameras in two locations on our 
church that can be monitored remotely. She also discussed making improvements to 
the website including securing it by making it an SSL website. 
 
The Council discussed the possibility of having VBS this summer, but we need to find 
someone to oversee the planning for it. 
 
Pastor Fischer shared his idea for adding steps to the side of the tower in the middle of 
the Garden of Remembrance so that in the future ashes can be placed in the top of the 
tower and we can make improvements to the Garden to make it easier to maintain. 
 
We also discussed the possibility of having all members be provided a name tag with 
their picture on it so we can wear them and more easily identify each other and put a 
name with a face.  
 
Cindy Braun, Congregation Secretary 

 

Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday:   Easter Sunday is April 17.  If you would like to give a 
lily in memory or in honor of someone or just for blessings received, please fill out a 
form and put in in the box provided at the members center. Lilies are $12 per plant, and 
you can take yours home after Easter Sunday Service.  

Easter Bonnets are optional but if you love to wear an Easter bonnet or hat on Easter 
Sunday please feel free to do so.   

Each year we have a “Living Cross” on Easter Sunday we will put fresh flowers on our 
living cross. You can bring in fresh flowers and we will have some to give out.  

  



 
 

 

 Blood Mobile: 

We had a change of our contact person from the Blood Mobile, however I did contact 
the new person and have received the dates for 2022.  I am sure now we are in the 
system we will resume in a smooth manner.  Remember the importance of donating 
blood and the many lives that can be saved.  The dates for this year are March 27th, 
July 31, and December 11th we will attempt to remind you as these days draw nearer. 
 
It looks like I might have failed in my thank you effort for all the people who have 
helped our food pantry.  We have been receiving donations monthly from the 
Hernando quilters.  This is an outside quilting group that has been instrumental for over 
a year or more in supporting our pantry, many thanks to all the people involved.   
 
Lenten services with our traditional soup luncheon’s.  I thank all who have volunteered, 
but we find two different cooks are still needed.  Come and share in our service and 
enjoy the fellowship that follows. 
 
Easter Breakfast: 
We will be asking for volunteers to help with our Easter breakfast.  I will be out of town 
but will have signup sheets for the breakfast. 
 
Happy Easter,  
 
Lonnie Benmore 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 Lenten and Easter Symbols 
 
Butterfly – A butterfly is often used to symbolize Jesus’ resurrection.  A caterpillar, 
entombed in a chrysalis, seems to have died.  And yet, suddenly, as if born again, a 
beautiful butterfly appears.  This reminds us that Jesus who died and was buried, left 
his dark tomb and is alive.  It also reminds us that we become like new people when 
we decide to follow Jesus. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23) 
 
 
The Color Purple – Purple is a symbol of royalty and during Lent we are reminded 
about the time when people recognized Jesus as a King. 
 
 
Pretzels – As the time of his death drew nearer, Jesus went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to pray.  The pretzel was originally shaped to look like hands folded in 
prayer and therefore has often been used as a symbol of prayer. 
 
 
The Lovely Easter Lily – The lily is a symbol of purity because of its whiteness and 
delicacy of form.  It also symbolizes innocence and the radiance of the Lord’s risen life.  
It is called the Easter Lily because the flowers bloom in early spring, around Easter 
time.  Closely connected with the increase in protestant observances of Easter is the 
wide use of the Easter lily.  In 1880, Mrs. Thomas Sargent became acquainted with the 
Bermuda, or white trumpet lily, which bloomed naturally I springtime.  She brought the 
bulbs from Bermuda to Philadelphia, where William Harris, a nurseryman, fostered its 
popularity among other florists and it was accepted quickly as the mainstay of Easter 
Floral arrangements. 
 
The lily begins life as a brown dead-looking bulb that we plant in the ground.  In the 
Spring a green shoot bursts from the bulb and pushes its way upward through the 
ground and continues to grow.  Finally, a beautiful white flower blooms on the lily stem.  
The lily reminds us that Jesus was given new life at Easter and is no longer in the 
tomb.  The lily reminds us that because Jesus lived, died, and was resurrected, we too, 
can have new life. 
 
Lambs – One of the most common Christian symbols, especially associated with 
Easter, is the lamb.  It is often depieced with a banner that bears a cross, and it is 
known as the Angus Dei, meaning “Lamb of God” in Latin.   
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
The origin of the symbol is related directly to the Jewish Passover.  In ancient times the 
Jews sacrificed a lamb in the course of the festival.  The early Christians, most of 
whom were Hebrews, associated the sacrifice of the lamb with Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross.  They connected the joyous Passover festival, which commemorates the 
liberation of the Hebrews from their years of bondage in Egypt, with the liberation from 
death represented by the resurrection. 
 
Lambs are certainly typical Easter symbols and doubtless are so because the Hebrew 
Paschal lamb became to Christians a symbol of Christ, just as the time of the Jewish 
Passover became the time of the Christian Easter.  But though the lamb was originally 
a purely religious representation, it has now become one of the other Easter symbols 
loved by children. 
 
The popularity of lamb as an Easter food is undoubtedly related to its importance as a 
symbol.  During the Middle Ages, roast lamb became the traditional main course of the 
Pope’s Easter dinner, and it is still customarily served on Easter Sunday in many 
European countries.  Decorative lambs made of candy or cake are also frequently 
seen at Easter time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 
 
 

Kitchen help is needed for Sunday fellowship.  Herta is back in the kitchen 
by herself, she is 93 years old and it is too much for her!  She is 
particular about the kitchen but if you just volunteer to wipe down a few 
tables, maybe clean out the coffee pots, put away the food, wrap up the 
trash, it shouldn't take too long to clean up.   
 
Please call with any questions. 
 
Jackie Bearden 
517-896-6880 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Calling all Choir members!  If you would like to sing on Good Friday, it’s 
such a very moving and beautiful service, I encourage ANY and 
All who would like to sing in this special service to contact Jocelyn 
Fischer.  Even if you’re not in the choir but like to sing or would like to be 
part of this Good Friday service let Jocelyn know and we can make this 
happen!! 
 
 
 



 
 

         
Anniversary Blessings to: 

  Happy Birthday to: 
 
04/09 Vivian Schmitz   04/14.  Craig & Becky Harmon 
04/09 Joan Williams   04/14   Phil & Sharon McKenna 
04/20 Starr Magaldino   04/16   Gary & Cindy Bartz 
04/23 Walter Neumann 
04/24 Ann Lindish  
04/30  Diana Koelling  
 
 
 
 
MEMORIALS 2022   

    
DATE MEMORIAL/HONOR OF FUND NAME GIVER OF GIFT 

    
1/2/22 (M) Umberto Future Maintenance Mrs. Pat Umberto 

1/23/22 (M) Norma Jean Borger Sunday School Unknown 

1/23/22 (M) Norma Jean Borger Sunday School Unknown 

1/23/22 (M) Norma Jean Borger Sunday School Mr. Jacob Sandles 

1/23/22 (M) My beloved Norma Jean Borger Future Maintenance Mr. Jacob Sandles 

2/6/22 (H) Our church family Future Maintenance Ms. Jackie Bearden 

2/6/22 (M) Mrs. Jan Lehr Bells Mrs. Jodell Burgdorf 

2/13/22 (M) Mrs. Jan Lehr General Fund Mr. & Mrs. Jessie Ward 

2/13/22 (M) Norma Jean Borger General Fund Arlene and Scott McConnell 

2/20/22 (M) Gloria Stokes Debt Reduction Fund Mr & Mrs Wayne Nibert 

3/1/22 (M) Gerald Kading Church Debt Mrs. MaryLou Kading 

3/1/22 (M) Gloria Stokes General Fund Ms. Darleen Keck 

3/1/22 (M) Gloria Stokes General Fund Ronald & Vicki Stokes 

3/6/22 (M) Jackie Kruger Future Maintenance Ms. Darleen Keck 

3/11/22 (M) Gloria Stokes General Fund Ms. Audrey Dean 
 
  



 
 

 


